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March 18, 2022 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford The Honourable Christine Elliott 
Premier of Ontario Minister of Health 
Legislative Building 10th Floor, Hepburn Block 
Queen’s Park 80 Grosvenor St. 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2C4 Toronto, ON  M7A 2C4 
Via email: premier@ontario.ca Via email : christine.elliott@pc.ola.org 
 
 
Dear Premier Ford and Minister Elliott, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Association of Physician Assistants (CAPA), we are reaching out regarding the 
retention bonus for frontline nurses in Ontario. 
 
We commend the government for recognizing the hard work of nurses in helping to combat the health care 
crises in the province and your effort in providing a solution to help fix the nursing shortage.  
 
As the province works to develop a health human resources strategy to tackle the surmounting challenges 
our health system is facing – we ask that you also consider Physician Assistants (PA) to help address these 
issues. 
 
ABOUT PAs  
 
PAs are advanced practice clinicians who work with a degree of autonomy negotiated with supervising 
physicians to provide primary, acute and specialty care in all types of settings. Key activities include taking 
histories, physical exams; ordering and interpreting tests; prescribing medications; developing treatment 
plans; patient counseling; preventative health care; assisting in surgery. 
 
While we applaud the government for recognizing the importance of the PA profession by making a 
legislative change to regulate PAs, we urge you to take the statistics below into consideration when 
restructuring the health care system to support the COVID-19 response. Despite progress being made to 
solidify the PA role in the province, the profession remains underutilized to support medical care. With this 
comes an opportunity for your government to harness the potential of this health care workforce that can 
offer an immediate boost to capacity. 
 

• PAs in primary care can be used for 75% of all visits without referral to physician level care. 

• PAs in emergency care environments can manage up to 62% of all patient visits. 

• Within the hospital setting, PAs can reduce late discharges from 20% to 0.5%, increase early 
discharge rate by 16% and free-up time for our physician colleagues. 
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Given the valuable contributions PAs are making to health care, including their work on the frontlines during 
the pandemic, we ask that you consider providing a retention bonus to attract and retain more PAs. 
 
Your government has successfully launched some of the most significant health reforms that Ontario has 
seen in many decades. There are currently over 600 PAs practicing in Ontario, which means we can make a 
significant impact. Harnessing the potential of the PA profession and recognizing their effort is one more 
way to advance your transformation agenda. 
 
Thank you, Premier Ford, and Minister Elliott, for considering PAs in your health human resource strategy to 
protect Ontarians and our health care system. We can rebuild, together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Anthony Desloges, CCPA  
Director, Ontario  
adesloges@capa-acam.ca  
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