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Description of the Order: 
 
The Physician Assistant (PA) may carryout the following procedures with a 
supervising physician available for consult: 

- Papanicolaou test 
- Punch biopsy 
- Collection of body secretions/fluids/scrappings/clippings 
- Maneuvers and positioning to maintain airway patency 
- Administer oxygen therapy using the appropriate device 
- Perform peripheral IV cannulation 
- Immobilize fractures/suspected fractures using splint and/or cast 
- Suture wounds 
- Removal of sutures/staples 
- Perform wound care including debridement 
- Administer medication: PO, IM, SQ, ID, inhalation 
- Infiltration of local anesthesia including digital nerve block 
- Cryotherapy of skin lesions 
- Removal of cerumen from ears 
- Removal of foreign body from ears 
- Removal of conjunctial foreign body 
- Chemical therapy of genital warts 



- Pare callus 
 
The PA may only carryout the following procedures with a primary supervising 
physician onsite and immediately available: 

- Mole/lesion removal pre-approved by the supervising physician 
- IUD insertion 
- Abscess incision and drainage 
- Joint injections and aspirations 
- Incise and drain thrombosed external hemorrhoid  
- Partial ingrown toenail removal/wedge resection 

 
The PA must adhere to current practice guidelines and/or the highest standards 
based on the protocols and best practice adopted by the supervising physician.  
Medical services provided by the PA must be consistent with the PA’s education, 
training and experience.  Any task, procedure or clinical problem that the PA 
determines to be outside her/his level of competence shall be discussed with the 
supervising physician OR such cases shall be referred to the supervising 
physician or the patient’s family physician or an appropriate consulting specialist 
with the approval of the supervising physician. 

 

Recipient patients/Specific patient conditions or circumstances that must 
be met to implement the directive: 
 

- Patients of the _____________ Family Health Team 
- The supervising physician and/OR the patient’s family physician has 

established a relationship with the patient prior to the encounter with the 
PA. 

 

Contraindications to implementation of the order: 
 

- Any task, procedure or clinical problem that the PA determines to be 
outside her/his level of competence. 

- All life threatening, persistent or unusual presentations. 
- Any irate, hostile, threatening or drug-seeking patients. 
- In any case which may potentially have medical-legal ramifications that 

would be best handled by the supervising physician or that patient’s family 
physician. 

- At any encounter in which the patient requests the supervising physician. 

 



Authorized Implementers: 
 
________________, CCPA 
 

Role/Qualifications: 
 
Physician Assistant/CCPA 
 

 

Education Requirements: 
 

- PA has graduated from a CMA accredited PA Education Program or an 
ARC-PA accredited program from the United States 

- PA is certified or working towards certification (CCPA) through the 
Physician Assistant Certification Counsel in Canada or has achieved the 
certified designation PA-C in the United States. 

 
Competency Maintenance: 
 
- The PA shall maintain her/his certification as CCPA and/or PA-C through the 
completion and registration of the required CPD credits annually. 
 

 

Guidelines for implementation of the directive and special considerations: 
 
The PA must obtain informed consent from all patients or decision makers prior 
to implementing the directive.  Consent will be obtained in accordance with any 
policies of the ____________ Family Health Team and the CPSO policy on 
obtaining consent.  In the event that the patient or their decision maker is unable 
to provide consent or obtaining consent is deemed to be outside the PA’s level of 
competence the supervising physician shall be consulted. 
 

 

Documentation and Communication: 
 
The PA will document the full history, physical exam findings, assessment, 
diagnostics and therapeutics ordered in a patient encounter in that patient’s chart 
within the EMR. The PA will document any discussions regarding care with either 
the supervising physician and/or the patient’s family physician within the EMR.  
Any direct verbal orders not encompassed by this directive will be recorded 
within the EMR and document the physician for which they implemented. 

 



References or Relevant Guidelines: 
 

- Bates Guide to Physical Exam 
- Essentials of Clinical Examination Handbook 
- CMA Infobase: Clinical Practice Guidelines (http://www.cma.ca/cpgs/) 
-    SOGC Clinical Practice Guidelines 
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